
How to Test a CAT5 Cable	  

	  
To make sure that your CAT5 cable was made correctly it is important to check 
the cable using a network cable tester. For this example, we used a NETcat Micro, 
made by Greenlee.  Use of this device makes it possible to check your cables for 
loose connections and incorrect wiring.   

 
 
�You will want to make sure that you have 
these three components.  The small adapter 
comes with the network cable tester.  It is 
stored in the bottom of the tester. The cable 
will attach to the top of the cable tester and 
the bottom of the small adapter. 
  
�Place one end of the CAT5 cable into the top 
of the network tester and the other end into 
the smaller adapter, located in the bottom of 
the bigger device.  There are two different 
cable ports on either device.  Make sure that 
the size of the cable end matches the correct 
connection port. 
 
�After you have connected both ends of the 
CAT5 cable to both ends of the testing device, 
press the Ntwk button on the bottom left 
side of the device.  Buttons will vary        
depending on what brand of device is being 
used. 
 
�After pressing the Ntwk button, there 
should be a row on numbers (1-8) across the 
bottom of the screen.  If the network cable is 
wired correctly, there should be a second row 
of numbers below the first row, these wires 
will correspond and match the number 
above. 
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If a network tester is not 
available then the cable can 
be inspected visually.  The 
figure to the left shows a 
properly wired CAT5 cable 
end. 
 
An easy way to spot an 
incorrectly wired CAT5 is to 
see if there are two white 
wires or two solid wires that 
are adjacent to each other.  
If this is the case then the 
end is wired wrong. 
 
If there is a network switch 
or router available the 
connectivity of the cable can 
be tested.  To test in this 
manner first insert both 

ends of the cable into two open ports on the switch or router.  Watch to see if the 
connectivity lights on those two ports light up.  If the indicator lights come on 
then the cable is making a connection.  It is not advised to leave the cable plugged 
into the network switch or router this way for an extended period of time as it can 
have a negative affect on the device. 
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